The role of the doctor in drug safety.
The safe use of drugs is the collective responsibility of the doctor, the patient and the pharmaceutical industry. The risk of adverse drug reactions though not totally preventable, can be minimised. The doctor can help to decrease the frequency and severity of adverse drug reactions by observing the basic principles of "good prescribing", namely: (i) the benefits of drug therapy should outweigh the risks of adverse drug reactions; (ii) individualization of drug therapy; and (iii) monitoring efficacy and adverse reactions.